




Facilitates the exchange and sharing of 
data sets and knowledge amongst 
industry and government 

Free and accessible baseline information 
provides a head start and allows more 
targeted assessment of impacts.

Shared knowledge leads to continual 
improvement of impact predictions and 
management practices – closing the loop

Delivers cost savings to industry and 
streamlines the EIA process

DWER's online portal for marine survey reports and data used in environmental impact assessment



• IMSA has developed the first 
comprehensive data standards 
for marine environmental 
surveys in Australia. 

• An extensive list of marine 
data experts has contributed to 
these standards which are 
included within the EPA 
Instructions for the Preparation 
of Data Packages for the Index 
of Marine Surveys for 
Assessments, available on the 
EPA website. 



Benthic habitat extent and distribution, Shark Bay



Very high-resolution 
Satellite Derived 
Bathymetry –
Department of 
Defence



IMSA data already being used 
for new coastal development 
projects and other regulatory 
processes such as Part V 
clearing permits for aquatic 
vegetation 



• Next step: explore how to curate, analyse and 
re-interpret IMSA data to improve impact 
predictions.

• Test case: Westport and assessment of 
cumulative impacts.


