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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ψ!ƴŎƘƻǊ {ŎƻǳǊΩΚ

Physical disturbance of 
seabed environments 

from the 

anchors and chains 

used to hold vessels



Vessels routinely anchor & 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ





Merchant ship anchor scour:

ά9ȄŀƳƛƴŜ ship anchoring activities and 
potential for physical disturbance to key 
Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎέ όIa.!Σ 2015)

άLƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
impacts and this is not actively 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘέ ό{h9Σ нлмсύ

Increasing pressures on the 
marine environment



Anchor & chain scour 

Figure 2 in - Broad et al (2020) Mar. Poll. Bull. In press



Sound solutions require detailed knowledge

Case Study: 
Wollongong Region, NSW



Aims 
& Disparate Objectives

NSW Ports 
=

Safety for 
Vessels

ALL seeking to
ID ΨƎƻƻŘΩ 

holding ground

(soft sediments)

Research Team
=

Characterise 
Ψ!ƴŎƘƻǊ {ŎƻǳǊΩ ϧ
Benthic habitats

WIN FOR ALL!


